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As far back as 1915, under the stimulus of Patrick Geddes, I began
to collect the materials that have gone into this book. Like my hith-
erto published papers and books on architeciure, community plan-
ning, housing, and regional development, the present study rests pri-
marily on first-hand surveys, conducted in many different regions:
beginning with a close study of my own city and region—New York
and its immediate hinterland. It both attempts to explore in a more
unified way a field hitherto worked on divergent lines by specialists,
and to establish, for the purpose of communal action, the basic prin-
ciples upon which our human environment—buildings, neighbor-
hoods, cities, regions—may be renovated. Certain aspects of life,
those ordinarily treated under the head of ethics, religion, and edu-
cation, remain to be deali with at another time. Even ai the risk of
an occasional repetition of thought, I have had to parallel in this
volume parts of Technics and Civilization; but it should be plain
that the two works, while independent, are complementary: each
seeks to explore what the modern world may hold for mankind once
men of good will have learned to subdue the barbarous mechanisms
and the mechanized barbarisms that now threaten the very existence

of civilization. L. M.
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